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Opens with discussion about her name . . .Laarman says this is added info from interview with Frances Gadds . . 





L: Your maiden name was ‘King’  . . .  early childhood memories? Your were a “King’?





Harger: My name is King, but I only came in to WB by marriage. My father came from Canada.  We lived in Detroit . I married Doug in 1929 and that’s the first time I ever saw Pontiac, even though I lived in Detroit. I met Doug at college at Albion.





L: First impressions?





H: Well, they took me to church, I think it was the first Presbyterian Church on Williams Street. In Pontiac. I met Doug at college, at Albion. He had a little roaster car. Roads were all dirt and gravel. 





When we came from school to come home, we drove on the dirt and gravel roads. We didn’t have windshield wipers. One of his friends had to sit outside as far as he could, and wipe the windshield as we road along.  Not too many traffic lights. Or traffic jams. Don’t’recall, not many people on the roads. Father and mother lived here and she was the Township clerk. I stayed home, did cooking since I was a bride. “Mother” Laura Todd Harger  was the WB township clerk. She and Hissy Bouman, (Spelling??)  who lived down there by the township hall,; they'd take turns being the township clerk and treasurer. 





L: Is there anything else in the political scene at that time/





H: Laura was member of People’s Party. Local political parties were the Citizens and the People’s . It wasn’t like Dems or Republicans. It was all local. 





L: Any other individuals. In the party?





She wasn’t able to vote when she took this position. (of clerk)  at age 42. Sufferage was 1920, she got elected in 1919. She was a very outward going and loved politics. She never drove a car. Her husband took her everywhere, even when campaigning. 





L: How long was Laura the Clerk . . . 





H: Don’t know. I came into family in 1929





L: What was the WB township Hall like then?





H: Township hall was center of activity. There was a big gymnasium where we watched basketball games. 


It had a kitchen. The  Cemetery Association had pot luck meetings over there. Children would play in the gym


Sunday school.  Mother Harger taught a class.  Early 1930’s, we were in Pontiac.





L: Was there a dancehall in Keego Harbor?





H: Yes, there was dancing in Keego Harbor; We used to go to Strong’s and watch the dance marathon. They danced with each other. Some would go to sleep on their partner’s shoulder. Lots of people watching They had bleachers. People wanted to see them.  This was about 1936.  They had a fire over there in that place. That’s when they changed it . . . 





L: What about Crank telephones, early radios  . . . 





H: We used to listen to Amos and Andy.  We were living about here in the 30’s and 40’s . . . .We use to have a big radio in the corner and favorite program. They didn’t have anything coming from Washington, and we thought how mother would have loved that, since she loved politics. 





L: What about your teaching?





H:  . . . 1955 went to Scotch School  as a teacher. . . . I had 38 pupils, 11 girls 27 boys. Hadn’t taught before.  I was taking classes at Wayne University, so this was my  practice teaching.  They came out to see me. I had to make case histories from several students. One even   grew up to be a teacher . . . By the name of  Mitter, Darius Hutchinson . . . I used to drive all over and met all the parents. Had a 24 hour job. 





L: Were their field trips with the kids?





H: We took them to Greenfield Village. Spent the mornings in the village, afternoon in museum. Went to General Motors factory in Pontiac, Pontiac Press, Upland Farms, Some of the children had never seen a pig. Took them down to see them. Kids were so interested 





L: How did you get to Upland Farms ?





H: The mothers of the children were cooperative and each would take a load of children. Each mother would take 6 children. Farmer Webster and his sister at Upland farms ran it, originally. They were losing their farm so they decided to let children tour the farms. They had a goat and kids could touch the animals. Reason we took them out there was to see the animals, none lived on any farms. Once year they came out to the school, too. The children milked a cow, sheared a sheep, each child got a lump of wool. The kids were washing the clump to get it all clean.  They brought a little pony in the school yard. Showed how wool was woven. 





L: What was the discipline?





H: I kept a little clipping that stated that teacher could paddle a child, but not the principal.  With 27 boys, I had to discipline. Jack Schuler was president of school board. I asked Jack if it was alright if I paddled his son, who was a real actor, and he said, “Yes, and if you can’t do it, I’ll help you.”


 


We didn’t have money for music or for a gym teacher. We had to do that ourselves. Used to take children out to the gym and do marching, We finally got a music teacher. . . . Not very good one . . .Until Mrs. Margorie Seavy came in. She taught the children how to appreciate music. I even sat in on the classes, she taught me so much. She introduced the kids to classical ; she was a fine teacher.   If you know about  Scotch School, then you remember her . . . 





I taught 4th and 5th grade. I taught with  Thelma Dewitt, (sp?) and we had to write lesson plans. We made  up lessons from the dictionary so children would earn meanings of different words. Every year during Michigan Week we put on a large celebration and every child had a part. We’d invite the parents and grandparents would come , too. 





L: Lunchpails or cafeteria?








H: Cafeteria - if they ate in cafeteria they’d go to the basement. Others ate in the room. Sometimes they would throw food. Teachers would watch over the kids. The kids were throwing peas across the room. Punishment was being banished from the cafeteria. They didn’t like that. All those boys would bring snakes to school. I told them it was OK if they kept them in boxes. The Janitor would let them out of boxes at night. And the kids would blame me.  They also jumped out the windows. It was my first year of teaching . . .when they jumped out . . . You can imagine with 27 boys.  . . . 


  





L: Let’s go back to earlier days. What was it like around Pine Lake.?





 


H:  . . . On the shore of Pine Lake. On the road running from Long Lake road down to corner where there was a place called the “Pleasure Club.’  One night we were eating dinner and we looked out and to see that the Pleasure Club was burning. 





The people that lived next to us, the Cailles (spelling)?? Owned it. They let Doug and me take one of their chairs from the club. And to this day I have it. Too mucky for swimming. 





It was a very bad decision taking away the trains and tracks. Big trucks. (discussion on present day trucks causing accidents)





End of interview with Harger . . .
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