Richard Venos Interview

Interview date: 1/22/88 by Jim Laarman, GWBHS president

Notes transcribed Feb. 2012 by Sue Williams from cassette tape. 

Venos was resident of Orchard Lake, lived on Orchard Lake Road. at Seminary Road. Property backed up to what is now St. Mary's land.  

Served as O.L. police officer in the 50's. 

Grew up in the area, his own children went to WBHS.

Was getting ready to move out of the area when this interview took place.
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Discussed wood table (now at the museum)

Venos had the table for 25 years after the City Hall got remodeled in 1957. The chairs got “disintregated”. Said the table was first in the lobby, then used as a clerk's table, then used by judges (Standbeck (SP?) from Lake Orion). Venos donated the table back to the museum in 1988. 

Spoke about a bell he has in his possession that was used on Apple Island by Willis Ward to summon the handyman, Straub Briding (SP?) who died at age 75.  He brought over materials and supplies by boat. The bell would be rung 3 times and he would row out to the island. Remembers 7 homes on the island. The bell was located on the south side of the lake, near the Langdon's boat livery. 

Says people used to be able to walk to the island by water by way of “Moon Island” - via a “cat walk” built by the Indians. (no other details given)

The amusement park located at the current City Hall site was really to the back and side, in what is now a subdivision. It got moved to Walled Lake. When they cut the road into the subdivision, they found lots of artifacts and gave them to Michigan State University, Indian arrow heads and tools, also.  There was a Ferris wheel at the O.L. Amusement park.

Remembers a paddle boat ferry on Pine Lake that took people around the lake. It is sitting at the bottom of Pine Lake in about 40 feet of water. It was a 40 ft. barge and it cost 50 cents to cross the lake. He remembers it being submerged on south shore, where the condos are today. (1988) He says he was a diver and has seen it several times. No clue why it sank.

There were homes on Pine Lake that later became the Rotunda Inn when two of them were joined together. One of the homes was originally a bakery. 

He remembers it taking 2 hours to get to Walled Lake due to the bad roads riding with his family in the Model A. 

Remembers observation tower on Dow Ridge. 

Summers Home: great respect for him. He was an inventor, working for GM and he invented reflectors for the highways. He has pictures and a silver stein given to him by Summers. 

Venos went to Keego Harbor School, then to Roosevelt. His mother went to original Pine Lake School on Middlebelt. She was a Green (did not elaborate on her Green family heritage)

The Keego School was two story with 4 rooms on each floor. Later, after Roosevelt was built, it was the Keego City Hall and then a library. 

Talked about Apple Island: last original house on the island was moved onto Pontiac Trail in 1948-49. It was located in the center of the island, by the pump house and was the small caretaker house. Taken out over the ice to the Langdon Beach land and then put on the property on Pontiac Trail, next to the Bert Langdon's cinder-block house (green) . He associated with son, Ralph. There were sheep on the island until the 60's.

Mrs. Black owned the stone house on Orchard Trail, next to marsh. It was torn down. 

Police Dept. in 1956: . 

Used to have great Ping-Pong contests downstairs after hours. Fred Wilkins, Elmer Peters and other would play after the bars closed – 2:30 am. 

In those days, there was a light put on a pole outside the Police Dept. There were no radios. If you had an emergency, you put the light on since it could be seen from all over. The police dept. was downstairs in the basement. The downstairs stone room “nook” area contained the pump and was the “loading house” (contained ammunition) for the department. 

The first vehicle the Dept. had was a motorcycle. (Chief Peters has it)

Dr. Morley bought the police dept. their first radios. They took up a collection and raised $300 and Dr. Morley told them to give it all back and he donated $2,000 for good radios. He was an eye surgeon. The police would go get him (when the weather was bad) at his home and take him to the airport, since he was world renown and practiced all over the world. All in all, it was a quiet, nice community. 

General Strong's house: called it “at Cherry Hill” - police would check on heat and water the plants when Strong was away. 

Talked about the Orchard Lake Country Club and how its septic would overflow all the time directly into the lake. Its beach was so polluted that they put in a pool. 

The O.L. Police hired 3 – 4 additional men in the summer from Pontiac to help control the crowds in the summer. In the 50's they had the first boat police patrol – 3 boats on Cass. Orchard Lake and Upper Straits. Old plywood boats with 25 hp. Motors. They also had divers and did body recovery. No one got paid for all this. 

The police station/city hall had two huge pine trees (real landmark trees) in the front that were cut down “by Mr. Peters.'

Claims there is “no bottom” to Dollar Bay (AKA Dollar Lake)  in Keego Harbor. Royal Pazik did a lot of dumping into the lake during Prohibition times. Claimed it “is very dark and black and deep” and there's “a multitude of things” in it. 

Venos' property backs up to St. Mary's and Seminary road. They used to take the train to Owosso and back for fun. The small train station was removed in 1980. The track cut into his land because Ward didn't want the track near his land. There was also a gravel pit near his home. 

He remembers the military school's farm and gardens and the two barns with silos. The students worked the farm from that property all the way to Orchard Lake Road. 

He also remembers the Summers land (corner of Orchard Lake and Commerce) and when 50 x 50 foot areas were given to the residents of Keego Harbor to farm as “Victory Gardens”  There were all kinds of peach and apple trees around, he says. 

Remembers Frank Haleck farm on what is now LeRoy Lane off Commerce; Mattie Walburn farmhouse (pillars on Commerce - this was formerly Walma Lane.) The farmhouse burned to the ground. It was full of antiques. 

Talked about gas station on corner of Indian Trail and Orchard Lake Road. It was a Mobil gas station and had siphon type gas pumps and was there even before Wilkins came in. There was a hotel called the Wild Goose Hotel, next to it. Connors lived there for a while after that. 

END OF INTERVIEW

